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• • • 0. T. BOOK #15 AUTHOR: THE SCRIBE AND 
SCHOLAR EZRA 

WRITTEN: 450 BC 

Covering the time period of 550-510 BC 

e Old Testament: 39 Books New Testament: 27 Books 

CLAIMS TO FAME: Contains the famed story of hundreds of men sendin9 away foreign wives, 
whom they had married against God's wishes. The story covers the period following the Great 

Exile and the rebuilding of the Temple. 

FAMOUS STORIES INCLUDED: 
• King Cyrus decrees the work of the Temple may begin. 

• Men with foreign wives sent them all away. 

MOST FAMOUS VERSES: 

Then the family heads of Judah and Benjamin, and t he priests and Levites - everyone whose heart God had moved -
prepared to go up and build t he house o f the LORD in Jerusalem. Ezra 1:5 

Therefore. do not give your daughters in marriage to their sons or take t heir daughters for you r sons. Do not seek a 
t reaty of fri endship w it h them at any t ime, t hat you may be strong and eat the good t hings of the land and leave it t o 

your children as an everlast ing inheritance. Ezra 9:12 

Important Points about the Book: 
• This book details the rebuilding of Solomon's Temple after the Great Exile. 

• In the book of Ezra, the rebuilding of the new temJ?le is the center of all. It shows the unity among the returning 
tribes as they came home from the Babylonian Exile. Later, the first returnees stopped work on the city walls. 
Workers felt burned out and became spiritually lazy. 

• Ezra arrived with another 2,000 people. His enthusiasm and power from the Lord sparked a spiritual revival. 

• One problem before the exile was that men had married foreigners, who chronically drove them away from God and 
into idolatry. Ezra was dumbfounded to find that people were already doing this again-before the Temple was even 
built! When the men repented and offered to send these foreign wives away, Ezra did not object. 

• By the end of Ezra, Israel had renewed its relationship with God and were being very obedient. 
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